Miss Ventura County 

Miss Ventura County’s Outstanding Teen 
Scholarship Competition
…an official preliminary to the Miss America and Miss America’s Outstanding Teen & Miss California and Miss California’s Outstanding Teen Competitions

CONTESTANT’S PLANNING GUIDE

APPEARANCE
Your appearance should be as natural as possible.  BE YOURSELF.

Hair:  Use a hairstyle you like!  Make sure you can care for your hairstyle yourself.  Hairdressers and stylists are not available.

Make-up:  Make-up for all phases of competition should not exceed what you would wear for a formal gathering.  Heavy stage make-up isn’t necessary and can even look silly.

Wardrobe:  Your personal taste should dictate your clothes.

FORMS

The contestant forms and copies are due at the beginning of rehearsal on December 17, 2011.  Refer to your contestant checklist for the list of forms and copies that will be due.
Keep in mind that copies of the Contestant Resume, Contestant Platform Issue Statement, and the Resume Summary (Miss only) are sent to the judges in advance of the pageant.  What you write will be the first impression the judges have of you.

Make sure everything, repeat EVERYTHING you write is factual.  Excellent contestants have been disqualified for submitting inaccurate information.  As a piece of advise, please have another person proof read them prior turning them in, spelling and grammar can be noted.  In addition, do not include anything that you would not want to discuss in the private interview with the judges.  Judges often base some of their questions to you on the material in your Resume and Platform Statement.  Consequently, please treat these 2 pages as competition material!  
Forms should be computer generated.  You will find the forms that need to be completed on our website at www.missventuracounty.com
If you do not have access to a computer or the internet, we will try to accommodate you, by making a computer available to you.  If you need to use one of our computers, you must make an appointment with one of us in a timely manner, to see that forms are turned in by the deadline.

Please provide one copy of your school transcripts containing the last two years (last 4 semesters) worth of schooling.  An unofficial transcript or report card copies are acceptable at this level. 
Please provide one copy of your birth certificate.  Photocopies are acceptable.  
TALENT COMPETITION INFORMATION

The following guidelines may be helpful.  For the talent selected (meaning style and material), does the contestant show the energy and delivery for the style of talent selected?  Does the material and delivery reach off the stage and include the audience?  Does the selection of material to be performed show the extent of experience with the talent experience listed on the application?  Meaning, if you list on your application that you have been taking voice lessons for 10 years, does the selection show the experience you have received?  As to the type of talent you select our only advice is that your selection (i.e. country, ballet, rock, jazz, opera, tap, instrumental, comedic or dramatic monologue, marshal arts, baton routine or ice sculpture) should be tasteful and any story the selection tells, appropriate to your age and experience.  We hope this will help you in your selection.
Talent Introduction:  Please write a 10 second no more introduction (approximately 25 words) that we will use in scripting for your talent.  TIP: It is best to have your name at the end so the judges will remember you.
Please call if you have any questions.  We believe that the only dumb question is the one not asked!  Moreover, questions answered early will make for a smoother, more enjoyable competition experience for you as a contestant and for us as your competition committee.
